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This is a milestone year for Songcatchers. Who knew 25 years ago that we 
would still be at St. Gabriel’s giving music lessons and creating a beloved com-
munity! We grew from 35 students, 8 teachers, and 6 instruments in 1997 to 
over 100 children, 60 volunteer teachers and 12 instruments in 2022. We cred-
it this to the leadership and passion of Sr. Beth Dowd, our founder, who envi-
sioned a world that could be changed by the sounds of music and the peace 
that it brought to people’s hearts and souls. In her memory, we keep reaching 
for peace in all we do and who we are.  
 

Songcatchers has profoundly influenced the lives of thousands of children and 
adults over the past 25 years. The warmth, kindness and respect that is 
shared at all of our activities has generated a family spirit that welcomes all. As 
a result, many people stay connected with the organization in various capaci-
ties and pass the spirit on to all they meet. Four of the original volunteers, still 
actively involved with us, share their reflections in this newsletter. We now 
have 2-3 generations of families who are proud to call themselves Songcatch-
ers!  
 

We are grateful to all of you who have supported us over the years. Because 
of your countless volunteer hours, financial gifts, and wise advice, we have 
grown and thrived. We look forward to educating future generations of children 
and youth in the art of playing instruments and serving others.  
 
We are deeply grateful, too, for the partnership between Songcatchers and 
HOPE Community Services. If it wasn't for Yolanda Davis and HOPE founder 
Mary Lou McNaney, we wouldn’t have had many students those early years. 
They did a great job connecting us with families that were looking for afforda-
ble ways to have their children learn to play an instrument. That partnership 
has grown over the years and has enabled us to offer our families many other 
services. Thank you, HOPE! 
 

This unique program we call Songcatchers is here to stay. Spread the good 
word that music is for all, that it can transform lives, and that it is the universal 
language of peace. Join us anytime for the sounds of music!  

WE ARE CELEBRATING 25 YEARS  
of  the  

AFTER -SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM!  
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IT’S OUR 25th ANNIVERSARY! 
by Rosemarie Castellano 

Sr. Beth always said that with a dream AND a dream team, any-
thing is possible. Songcatchers is the greatest example of this. 
There were eight of us who were part of Sr. Beth’s original dream 
team in 1997. We all believed in the joy of music and service to 
others, but none of us could have imagined what Songcatchers 
would grow to be 25 years later.  
 

Music and playing the violin has been part of my life since I was a 
child. I was fortunate to have amazing mentors, like Sr. Beth, so 
that I too, can pass along the gift I was given. The students I 
taught at Songcatchers back in the early years, are now adults - 
many are teachers, and some are music professionals them-
selves - passing on their own love of music. 
 

The Songcatchers Board of Directors, which I now serve on, has 
been comprised of the most dedicated and generous community members I have ever known. Without their 
guidance, Songcatchers would not have been able to grow to the organization it is today. I applaud every 
Songcatchers board member, advisory member, and staff member - past and present. It has been a most 
rewarding journey to see what is possible with hard work, passion, and a common goal.  
 

I congratulate everyone who has been part of this incredible organization and look forward to Songcatchers 
“reaching for peace through music”, for many years to come! 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS WHO MAKE OUR PROGRAMS POSSIBLE! 

MEMORIES 
by Elizabeth Frenz Tedesco 

Rosemarie Castellano (left) and Elizabeth 
Frenz teaching students in the ASMP, 1997.  

When I think of Songcatchers, I think of Sr. Beth, love of music and fun! It’s hard to believe that 25 years have 
passed. I was 17 years old and a senior at New Rochelle High School, when Songcatchers started. As one of 
the eight original volunteers, I couldn’t wait to see what Sr. Beth’s vision of “Reaching for Peace Through Mu-
sic” was.
 

We started out in one small room, teaching violin and piano to children in grades 3-8.  Seeing the children’s 
faces beam so bright with smiles, made it all worth it. Sr. Beth’s vision inspired everyone! I loved sharing my 
gift of playing the violin, and fell in love with the idea of becoming a music teacher. I enjoyed teaching so 
much that when I started college I was inspired to teach young children. Later, Sr. Beth and I started the early 
childhood music program, and I loved every minute.  Watching the little ones learn to make a beat, was the 
best feeling! Music really is a universal language.  
 

Sr. Beth’s vision is still moving strong today. I am so proud to be a Songcatcher! The After-School Music Pro-
gram works—children are proud to master new skills, and many students become volunteer teachers them-
selves once they are in high school.  Like myself, others have grown up, had families, and now have their 
own children in Songcatchers. I would not be a music teacher today, if it were not for Sr. Beth’s guidance and 
inspiration.  Our mission of “Reaching for Peace Through Music” is what makes this program so special. 
Songcatchers is built on the belief that every child deserves to have music education in their lives and be 
treated with respect and kindness. Songcatchers is proof that her mission works!

A big THANKS to  a l l  our teachers  and mentors over  the  years  –   

we couldn ’ t  have made i t  to  25 years  w i thout  you!  
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LIVING THE DREAM 
by Pat Ketcham 

Sr. Beth had the Songcatchers’ dream, and if she was going to follow her 
dream, then I was going to follow HER. She invited me to share what I 
knew on flute even though she was aware that it was a new instrument for 
me. Her confidence in me allowed me to agree. I loved meeting the stu-
dents after school and was excited for them to learn and grow in the instru-
ment and in the program — from their first painful attempts at getting a 
note out to performing short pieces for friendly after-school audiences of 
fellow learners.  
 

Later, as the program grew, it was satisfying to see many of those first ele-
mentary students grow into high school mentors, then keep returning for 
annual concerts and events. I also have very fond memories of the parents 
— so invested, interested, supportive of their children’s growth and 
achievement. Songcatchers — a family of families! I have wonderful mem-
ories of being a volunteer teacher, serving on the Board, volunteering in 
other small ways, taking photos, and participating in concerts and events. 
I’m so grateful to have been there at the beginning, and so grateful for the 
friendships that have developed through these years of dreaming and 
working together. (Traveling together, too, if you count Choir Camp and Holland!) 

Pat Ketcham (left) teaching Jackie 
Contreras, 1997. 

                   AFTER-SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM OVER THE YEARS 

25 years of the After-School Music Program (ASMP) -- wow, what an accomplishment!  When I look back to 1997, I 
find myself reliving some very happy memories. I was very new to Songcatchers then. When I started teaching, I was-
n’t sure I’d be a good teacher, but Sr. Beth always encouraged me. I soon found that I loved teaching. Seeing my stu-
dents’ eyes light up as they mastered a concept or piece -- or proudly performed in a recital -- was so rewarding! 
Teaching in the ASMP changed my life: it gave me my passion for teaching and sparked my desire to become a 
school music teacher, which I continue to this day. The After-School Music Program has a special place in my heart, 
and I’ll always be grateful to Sr. Beth and Songcatchers for making a difference in my life. I am so proud to be one of 
the “original volunteers”. Being part of the Songcatchers team and seeing firsthand its growth these last 25 years has 
been amazing. Even more gratifying is seeing our students return as teachers to pass their knowledge of music and 
the Songcatchers spirit on to the next generation. For me, that is the real sign that Songcatchers is making a differ-
ence in the lives of so many young people.  

A LIFE-CHANGING PROGRAM 
by Kathleen McEntee-Lawlor 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR  

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS!  
 
 

We are deeply grateful for your donations of time, talent and 

wealth — all of which keeps Songcatchers’ After-School Music 

Program alive with music!   

 

Mailing address:  2005 Palmer Avenue, #252, Larchmont, NY 10538 

Site address:  50 Washington Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Phone: (914) 654-1178  — Email: info@songcatchers.org  —  Website: www.songcatchers.org 
 

Check out “Songcatchers Inc”  on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & YouTube!  

The beautiful 25 year anniversary logo above was created by Rosemarie Delgado Goncalves, herself a long-time  
Songcatcher, who passed the spirit along to her two children. She and her family continue to support us in many ways.  

Thank you, Rosemarie!   

STAY TUNED FOR 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS! 

Join the $25 for 25 Fundraiser! 

Donate $25 between 2/25 and 3/25, and ask 25 friends to donate as well.  

Online: https://ASMP25.givesmart.com  

Venmo: @Songcatchers-Inc  

Check: Songcatchers, 2005 Palmer Ave, #252, Larchmont, NY 10538 
 

Current After-School students have a chance to win a year’s free tuition! 
 

 

Volunteer Concert!  Sunday, April 24, 3pm, New Rochelle Public Library 
 

 

Summer Jazz Event!  More info to follow. 

https://asmp25.givesmart.com/

