
Music Notes 

Living the Mission Pg. 1 

The Year in Review Pg. 2 

Choir Camp is Back!   Pg. 3 

News Corner Pg. 3 

Thank You! Pg. 4  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Volume , Issue S o n g c a t c h e r s ,  I n c .   
 

Board of directors 

Karenann Carty, Ed.D.,  

     President 

Rosemarie Castellano,  

     Vice President 

Frank DiMarco, Esq. 

     Treasurer 

Sr. Pat Schifini, OSU 

     Secretary 

Renee Baron, Ph.D. 

Maura Dennehy, Esq. 

Karen Selman 

Leah Sills 

Ulysses Torres 

Angela M. Belsole, 

     Ex officio 
 

Founder 

Sr. Beth Dowd, OSU    

 

advisory Board 

Gines Cano, D.M.A  

Martha Lopez-Hanratty 

Domenic Guastaferro, Ed.D.  

Cecilia Roddy Vlaco, MSW 

Teresa Wager 

 

staff 

Angela M. Belsole, 

     Interim Director 

Kathleen McEntee-Lawlor,  

     Assistant Director 

Clemencia Castañeda,  

     Registrar 

Ming Augustine,  

     Office Manager 

Kelsy Hillesheim,  

     Early Violin Coordinator 
 

choir camp 

John Dennehy, Director 

August 2022

Milestones and memories . . . 2021 - 2022 has been a year filled with music and 
laughter, hope and disappointment, celebrations and joyful singing.  
 
We marked 25 years of the After-School Music Program, remembered our found-
er, Sr. Beth Dowd, at a Mass on the first anniversary of her death, partnered with 
The Coleman School of Dance in a performance of Peter and the Wolf, and sang 
for peace in Ukraine with the Episcopal Churches of New Rochelle.  
 
In addition to our regularly scheduled recitals, concerts, lessons, performances 
and summer programming, these milestones and new partnerships point to the 
way we live our mission, Reaching for Peace Through Music, while staying true to 
our values and remaining committed to the children and families of New Rochelle. 
 
Of course, none of this could be accomplished without the support and encourage-
ment of our supporters and donors, the work of our staff, board  and mentors, and 
all the many, many volunteers who give of their time and talent to teach our stu-
dents and help out in so many ways — THANK YOU!  

SONGCATCHERS:  
LIVING THE MISSION  

SONGCATCHERS IN ACTION 
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2021 - 2022: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
by Kathleen McEntee-Lawlor 

CHORAL ARTS  
Our Youth Choir has been very busy this year! They (plus a few 
adults) sang at the following events:  

• New Rochelle’s ArtsFest in October 2021 

• New Rochelle’s Holiday Lighting in December 2021 

• New Rochelle’s Holiday Market in December 2021 

• Songcatchers’ Volunteer Concert in April 2022 

• NY Empire game in May 2022 

• “Peter and the Wolf”, a collaboration with the Coleman 
School of Dance, in June 2022 

• New Rochelle Opera’s “Tosca” production in June 2022 

• Hudson Valley Renegades game in July 2022 (right) 

In April, youth and adults also joined with the Episcopal Churches of New Rochelle in recording “A Ukrainian 
Prayer”. See the video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1unRMnL_8lA&t=1s.  

Choir Camp returned in August! With COVID-19 protocols in place, Choir Camp #43 returned to Warwick, 
NY. A fun week filled with singing culminated on Saturday, August 13 with a choral concert and a condensed 
version of “The Greatest Showman”. (See article on page 3.) 

AFTER-SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM (ASMP) 
After doing virtual lessons for the 2020-2021 school year, the ASMP re-
turned to in-person classes this year, and everyone really enjoyed being 
back in person and making music together! We had 74 students (over 100 
lessons) who were taught by 60 high school and college volunteers. Some 
of our high school teachers also played in the ensemble for Peter and the 
Wolf in June. 

In October, nine students began studies in composition in our virtual Com-
posers of the Future Program. Under the direction of JL Marlor, a noted 
composer and instructor in the NY Philharmonic’s “Very Young Composers” 
program, the students had their pieces performed at a special concert at 
the New Rochelle Public Library in March 2022. The string quartet playing 

their pieces included Songcatchers volunteers, mentors, and Board members. Our conductor and Board 
member Ulysses Torres, was himself an original Composer of the Future in 2002! Bravo, Composers! Link 
to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsKWrptHLNY&t=33s 

This spring, several ASMP students also participated in the NY State School Music Association (NYSSMA) 
Festival and received very high scores. We ended the year in June with many wonderful student recitals.   

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC PROGRAM (ECM)  
This program also returned to in-person classes this year under the excellent teaching of Clemencia Cas-
taneda (Our Time, ages 1½ - 3), Kathleen McEntee-Lawlor (Early Piano, ages 6-7) and Kelsy Hillesheim 
(Early Violin, ages 4-7). Our young musicians did an excellent job this year, and classes culminated in an 
Early Violin and Early Piano recital. Congratulations to all!    

SUMMER DAY PROGRAMS 
The Early Violin Summer Program (ages 4-7)  and Summer Instrumental Program (ages 7-13), were a won-
derful opportunity for students to continue their musical studies during the summer. The children in the Early 
Violin Program had fun learning the violin, doing arts & crafts, and dancing and singing to music, while the 
Summer Instrumental Program students worked hard to learn a chosen instrument.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1unRMnL_8lA&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsKWrptHLNY&t=33s
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CHOIR CAMP IS BACK! 

After a 2-year hiatus, which included a week-long virtual Choir Camp in 
2020 and an in-person one-day “Choir Camp Day” in 2021, we are excit-

ed to announce that Choir Camp 
2022 returned for its traditional 
week-long program! This year 
we welcomed 35 campers and 
25 staff back to Warwick, NY for 
activities such as chorus, instru-
ments, arts and crafts, swim-
ming, sports, and of course, 
family time. The drama production this year was “The Greatest Show-

man”, which centers on the themes of acceptance, tolerance, and peace.   
We had a great time connecting with each other, reuniting with old friends and making new friends; experi-
encing the beauty of our outdoor natural surroundings; discovering the gifts within ourselves and within each 
other; and reaching for peace together through the music that we sang and in our daily interactions.  
Choir Camp #43 (can you believe we’ve been doing this for 43 years?!?!!) truly was a magical experience for 
all involved, as evidenced at the closing show. Children and adults alike were alive with the sounds of music, 
singing and dancing and having a wonderful time together. 

 

Congratulations to:  

• Ulysses Torres and Kelsey Williams on their upcoming wedding in August 2022.  

• Nicolette Loaiza and Anthony Matilde on their upcoming wedding in October 2022.  

• Michelle Carty and Jonathan Minich on their upcoming wedding in October 2022. 

• Lyndsay DeMatteo and Tom Dowd on their upcoming wedding in November 2022. Lyndsay and Tom 
first met at Choir Camp many years ago!  

• Mary Dowd Stopka and family on the birth of their daughter, Abigail, in May 2022.  

• Songcatchers volunteer Aviva Segal, who was selected to go to the New York State School Music As-
sociation (NYSSMA) All-State competition. Aviva teaches piano at Songcatchers but also plays the 
oboe. Aviva was also selected as a 2022 Genius Finalist in the international Genius Olympiad for Sci-
ence Research and Development. In addition, Aviva spearheaded the performance of Peter and the 
Wolf as a collaboration between Songcatchers and Coleman School of Dance. Way to go, Aviva!   

• Songcatchers clarinet volunteer Cecilia Delgadillo for being accepted into the Juilliard School’s Music 
Advancement Program. Prior to teaching with us, Cecilia was a clarinet student at Songcatchers for 
several years as well. Bravo, Cecilia! 

 

Special thanks to:  

• Kelsy Hillesheim, our Early Violin Program Coordinator, who has taught at Songcatchers for the last 9 
years in both our After-School and Early Violin Programs. Kelsy was a mainstay for our youngest vio-
linists, and her gentle presence and teaching style guided our students as they learned basic violin 
technique. She will be attending graduate school at Boston University this fall; we will miss her tre-
mendously but wish her luck in this new endeavor. THANK YOU, Kelsy!  

• Kirk Petrie, former student and volunteer teacher who interned at Songcatchers this summer. He was 
a great help to us! 

 

Condolences to:  

• Dawn Grisanti Nasti, Stephanie Grisanti Carlson, and the Grisanti Family on the death of their mother, 
Carol, in March 2022. 

• Billie Tucker and her family on the death of her husband, Phil, in February 2022. 

NEWS CORNER 



 

Mailing address:  2005 Palmer Avenue, #252, Larchmont, NY 10538 

Site address:  50 Washington Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801 
 

Phone: (914) 654-1178  —  Email: info@songcatchers.org     

Website: www.songcatchers.org 
 

Check out “Songcatchers Inc”  on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & YouTube!  
 

Donations can be made via check, on the website, or through Venmo: 
@Songcatchers-Inc 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR GRANTORS! 
 

Ursuline Sisters of the Eastern Province 
ArtsWestchester 

Westchester County Government 
Sills Family Foundation 

RXR 
L+M Development Partners, Inc. 

The Thomas and Agnes Carvel Foundation 
New Rochelle Campership Fund 

Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville 
Con Edison, Capitol Group, Pfizer, Gartner (matching grants) 

 

 THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS AND SUPPORTERS!  
 
 

We are deeply grateful for your donations of time, talent and wealth — all of which keeps 

Songcatchers’ programs alive with music!   
 

YOU are the reason we can continue to carry out our mission of making music lessons ac-

cessible to all children in New Rochelle and the surrounding areas. We look forward to see-

ing you at events and performances during the 2022 - 2023 season! 
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